Book Presentation instructions (Due March 9.)
Presentation Length: 15-20 minutes, plus discussion
One of the most effective ways to become a better writer is to study the writing of someone you admire. This week, choose a book that has inspired you—or one you’ve been dying to read and are confident you’ll like.  Ideally, it will be a book with aspects that are similar to the kind of writing you’re doing in your independent project. 

Over the next several weeks, read (or reread) the book.  As you read, take notes.  Notice what makes you love the book.  Can you do the same thing in your own work?  Notice how the tools of craft we’re studying are put to use by the author. You’ll want to point out these strengths in your presentation.
Your presentation should incorporate the following elements:
1. A quick bio of the author. Give us a sense of when the author lived and some of the main events of the author’s life.

2. An overview of the book, and an explanation of what attracted you to it. 

3. An analysis of a short passage that includes several of the strengths you admire. How does your author put to use some of the tools we’ve studied?  You’ll scan or type this passage and send it to me so that I can put it up on the screen while you discuss it.
4. A question-and-answer session at the end.  If you want, you can ask your audience questions relevant to the book.  Or you can simply take questions from the rest of us about your presentation.
The best way to prepare for your talk is to be very familiar with your text, and to have thought deeply about what makes it a model of excellence. 
