Writing for Higher Consciousness
Course Schedule
Ananda College
Winter 2022
Schedule subject to revision. All classes held on Zoom from 7-9pm PST
	Week One, 
Jan. 25
	Read in advance: Pipher, “I Am From…” 
Optional: Cameron, “Spiritual Electricity”
Optional: Walters (Kriyananda), “Art and Meditation.”
Due in class for workshop:  I Am From poem.
In this session we will look at poetic soundplay and the importance of specific 
sensory detail in creating vivid images.  We will touch on what a scene is.
INDIVIDUAL PHONE CONFERENCES.


	Week Two

Feb. 1
	Read in advance: Wallace & Boisseau, “Poetic Sound.”
Burroway, “Seeing is Believing.” 

Barrington, “Scene, Summary and Musing” pp. 81-85.

Due in class for workshop: Revised “I Am From” poem.

                                              A one-page scene. 
In this session we will look at what creates dramatic tension in fiction. We’ll have a conversation about ways to share our work.


	Week Three

Feb. 8
	Read in advance: Burroway, “Story Structure.”
Jones: “Seven Steps to Story.” 

Optional: Ellison, “Battle Royal.”
Due in class for workshop: Revised scene (this time with tension, conflict).

Also: First installment of your self-assigned project for group feedback.
In this session we will discuss the gentle art of critique, how life experience 
becomes story, and brainstorm turning points in our lives. We will discuss the differences and similarities between memoir and fiction.    


	Week Four

Feb. 15
	Read in Advance: Your group members’ projects.  
Barrington, “Guidelines for Critique Groups.”
Franklin, “Stalking the True Short Story.”
Roorbach, “Intro: The Art of Truth.”

Optional: Walker, “Beauty.”

Due in class for workshop – Written feedback on your group members’ 
projects.
In this session we will touch on poetic line, poetic forms, and rhythm in poetry 

and prose.  We’ll also discuss what makes for effective dialog in fiction and 
memoir.  
INDIVIDUAL PHONE CONFERENCES.


	Week Five

Feb. 22
	Read in Advance: Wallace and Boisseau, “Poetic Line.”
Wallace and Boisseau, “Poetic Meter.”
Burroway, “Prose Rhythm.”
Burroway, “Effective Dialog.”
Optional:  Starkey, “Poetic Forms.”
Optional:  Cameron, “Dealing with Criticism.”
Due in class for workshop:  Either a poem in an established form (limerick, sonnet, or form of your choice), or a page of dialog that does at least three jobs at once.
In this class we will discuss characterization and point of view in poetry and prose. We’ll have another conversation to explore ways of sharing our work.


	Week Six

March 1
	Read in Advance: Burroway, “Character Presentation.”  

Burroway, “Point of View.”

Wallace and Boisseau, “Poetic Speaker.”

Moore, “How to Become a Writer.”
Due in class for workshop: Scene or poem from a point of view very different from your own.
In this session we will discuss narrative time—more about scene and summary, plus flashbacks, flash forwards. We’ll talk about tools used in essays, including

theme, associative organization and rumination. As an example, we’ll look at 

Annie Dillard’s essay, “Living Like Weasels.”



	Week Seven
March 8

Week Eight

March 15
Read in Advance: 
Burroway: “Aspects of Narrative Time.”  (Chapter 6, pp. 181-187.)

Barrington, “Scene, Summary and Musing” pp. 86-91.
Burroway: “Theme.”
Optional: Minot, “Literary Nonfiction.”
Due in class for workshop –  A one-page personal essay that links rumination 

about meaning to a concrete image or incident. 
Also: Second installment of your self-assigned project for group feedback.

In this session we will talk more about narrative time, then touch on 

theme, associative organization and rumination.  If possible, we’ll look at 

Annie Dillard’s essay, “Living Like Weasels.”
Week Nine

March 22

Week Ten

March 29
Read in Advance: This week’s independent projects.
Burroway, “Setting & Atmosphere.”  (Chapter 6, pp. 171-181)

Choose one:

Burroway, “Prose Comparison,” OR

Wallace and Boisseau,”Poetic Comparison.”
Due in class for workshop: Written feedback on independent projects.
Recommended: Start preparing your book presentations for Nov. 29.

In this session we will workshop the second installment of your independent

Projects.  We’ll briefly discuss revision and touch on metaphors, similes, 

symbols, and settings.

INDIVIDUAL PHONE CONFERENCES
Read in Advance: This week’s independent projects. 
Burroway, “Revision.”

Due in class: Book presentations.
In this session we will have our third and final guest speaker.  This will be followed by your book presentations. Finally, we’ll discuss the revision process and 

guidelines for preparing your portfolios.

.
Read in Advance:  Nothing.
Due sometime during the week of Dec. 6:  Your portfolio.

Also: Practice reading your Zoom selection and complete the course 
evaluation.

In this session we will have a zoom reading to which you can invite friends 

and family.  Be ready to celebrate!

	Read in Advance:  Burroway: “Aspects of Narrative Time.” 
  (Ch. 6 pp. 181-187)
Barrington, “Scene, Summary and Musing” pp. 86-91.
Burroway: “Theme.”
Optional: Minot, “Literary Nonfiction.”

Due in class for workshop –  A one-page personal essay that links rumination 

about meaning to a concrete image or incident. 
Also: Second installment of your self-assigned project for group feedback.

In this session we’ll discuss metaphors, similes, symbols, and settings.
Read in Advance: This week’s independent projects.
Burroway, “Setting & Atmosphere” (Ch. 6, pp. 171-181).

Choose one:

Burroway, “Prose Comparison,” OR

Wallace and Boisseau,”Poetic Comparison.”
Due in class for workshop: Written feedback on independent projects.
Recommended: Work on your book presentation.

In this session we’ll workshop the second installment of your independent 

projects. We’ll also discuss revision.
INDIVIDUAL PHONE CONFERENCES
Read in Advance:
Burroway, “Revision.”

Due in class:  Book presentations.
In this session we will hear book presentations.  We’ll discuss how to prepare 

for next week’s literary reading. 

.

Read in Advance:  Nothing.
Due by April 1:  Your portfolio.

Also: Practice reading your Zoom selection and complete the course 
evaluation.

In this session we will have a zoom reading to which you can invite friends 

and family.  Be ready to celebrate!

	

	


1

